
AP English Literature and Composition

Syllabus

Contact Information

Teacher Name: 

Teacher Classroom: 

Email: 

Extra Availability: 

Website: 

(Students are required to check the website frequently. Class updates are posted daily. Checking the

website is required for excused or unexcused absences, in order for students to be prepared for their next

class.)

Course Components

The standards set by the College Board will guide our studies this year. You can find and read these at the

following link: http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap-english-course-

description.pdf

AP English Literature Course Description

Week 1:  March 7 – March 11

Monday: Syllabus/Welcome

• I can follow classroom guidelines and procedures.

Tuesday: Independent Reading

• I can write routinely over a short time frame (a single sitting) for a range of tasks (argue,

summarize, define, identify, evaluate, characterize, or create) based on reading material I

choose. (W.11-12.2)

Wednesday: Turnitin Sign-up

• I can create a turn-it-in account. (W.11-12.6)

Thursday: Poetry Introduction

• I can identify and define sound effects, types of poetry, figurative language, and poetic devices.

(RL.11-12.4)

Friday: Multiple Choice Practice (Prose – Mrs. Dalloway)

• I can answer Advanced Placement Literature multiple choice questions about Mrs. Dalloway by

Virginia Woolf to display my ability to comprehend challenging literature independently and

proficiently. (RL.11-12.10)

Week 2: March 14 – 17

Monday: Independent Reading

• I can write routinely over a short time frame (a single sitting) for a range of tasks (argue,

summarize, define, identify, evaluate, characterize, or create) based on reading material I

choose. (W.11-12.2)

Tuesday: Poetry Introduction, Cont. 

• I can recognize and explain the author’s use of sound effects, types of poetry, figurative

language, and poetic devices within a given poem.(RL.11-12.4)

Wednesday: Poetry Essay Introduction
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• I can select one poem out of the following write a poetry essay: “Elegy in a Country Church Yard”

– Thomas Gray, “Ode on a Grecian Urn”- John Keats, and “The Hollow Men”- T.S. Eliot. (RL.11-

12.4)

Thursday: Partner Essay Practice

• I can write and support a specific and thorough thesis statement based on “The Century Quilt” by

Marilyn Nelson Waniek . (RL.11-12.2)

Week 3: March 21st – 25th

Monday: Independent Reading

• I can write routinely over a short time frame (a single sitting) for a range of tasks (argue,

summarize, define, identify, evaluate, characterize, or create) based on reading material I

choose. (W.11-12.2)

Tuesday: Neoclassical Poetry Notes

• I can recognize and explain the author’s use of sound effects, types of poetry, figurative

language, and poetic devices within “Mac Flecknoe” by John Dryden. (RL.11-12.4)

Wednesday: Romantic Poetry Notes

• I can recognize and explain the author’s use of sound effects, types of poetry, figurative

language, and poetic devices within “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” by William Wordsworth.

(RL.11-12.4)

Thursday: Modern Poetry Notes

• I can recognize and explain the author’s use of sound effects, types of poetry, figurative

language, and poetic devices within “The Second Coming” by William Butler Yeats. (RL.11-12.4)

Friday: Multiple Choice Practice (Prose – Richard III)

• I can answer Advanced Placement Literature multiple choice questions to display my ability to

comprehend a cold reading passage from Richard III by William Shakespeare independently and

proficiently. (RL.11-12.10)

Week 4 : March 28 – April 1st

Monday: Independent Reading

• I can write routinely over a short time frame (a single sitting) for a range of tasks (argue,

summarize, define, identify, evaluate, characterize, or create) based on reading material I

choose. (W.11-12.2)

Tuesday: Note-Taking Organizer 

• I can identify the time period of my selected poem based on my knowledge about three literary

time periods: Neoclassicism, Romanticism, and Modernism. (W.11-12.1)

Wednesday: Poem Essay Outline

• I can clearly organize my poetry essay based on what I know about three literary time periods:

Neoclassicism, Romanticism, and Modernism. (W.11-12.1)

Thursday: Poem Essay Outline and take home Heart of Darkness (discuss reading deadlines)

• I can clearly organize my poetry essay based on what I know about three literary time periods:

Neoclassicism, Romanticism, and Modernism. (W.11-12.1)

Friday: Poetry Essay (Turnitin.com)

• I can write and support a specific and thorough thesis statement based on a poem of my choice:

“Elegy in a Country Church Yard” – Thomas Grey, “Ode on a Grecian Urn”- John Keats, or “The

Hollow Men”- T.S. Eliot. (RL.11-12.2)
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Week 5: April 4 – 8th 

Monday: Independent Reading

• I can write routinely over a short time frame (a single sitting) for a range of tasks (argue,

summarize, define, identify, evaluate, characterize, or create) based on reading material I

choose. (W.11-12.2)

Tuesday: Heart of Darkness Introduction, Quick-write

• I can analyze multiple interpretations of Imperialism narratives. (RL.11-12.7)

Wednesday: Heart of Darkness Introduction

• I can analyze multiple interpretations of Imperialism narratives. (RL.11-12.7)

Thursday: Heart of Darkness Introduction

• I can analyze multiple interpretations of Imperialism narratives. (RL.11-12.7

Friday: Multiple Choice Practice (Prose – The History of Tom Jones)

• I can answer Advanced Placement Literature multiple choice questions to display my ability to

comprehend a passage from The History of Tom Jones by Henry Fielding independently and

proficiently. (RL..11-12.10)

Week 6: April 18th – 22nd

Monday: Independent Reading

• I can write routinely over a short time frame (a single sitting) for a range of tasks (argue,

summarize, define, identify, evaluate, characterize, or create) based on reading material I

choose. (W.11-12.2)

Tuesday: Heart of Darkness Inner/Outer Circle (Section I)

• I can analyze the impact of Joseph Conrad’s choices  regarding how to develop and relate

elements of the first section in Heart of Darkness (e.g., African setting, frame story,

characterization, etc.) through “level 2” question writing and discussion participation. (RL.11-

12.3)

Wednesday: Heart of Darkness Inner/Outer Circle (Section 1) De-Brief

• I can analyze the impact of Joseph Conrad’s choices  regarding how to develop and relate

elements of the first section in Heart of Darkness (e.g., African setting, frame story,

characterization, etc.) through “level 2” question writing and discussion participation. (RL.11-

12.3)

Thursday: Poetry Analysis (“The White Man's Burden”)

• I can implement the TPCASST method to analyze “The White Man's Burden” by Rudyard Kipling.

(RL.11-12.4)

Friday: Partner Essay Practice

• I can write and support a specific and thorough thesis statement based on Belinda by Maria

Edgeworth. (RL.11-12.2)

Week 7: April 25th – 29th

Monday: Independent Reading

• I can write routinely over a short time frame (a single sitting) for a range of tasks (argue,

summarize, define, identify, evaluate, characterize, or create) based on reading material I

choose. (W.11-12.2)

Tuesday: Heart of Darkness Inner/Outer Circle (Section II)
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• I can analyze the impact of Joseph Conrad’s choices  regarding how to develop and relate

elements of the second section in Heart of Darkness (e.g., African setting, frame story,

characterization, etc.) through “level 2” question writing and discussion participation. (RL.11-

12.3)

Wednesday: Heart of Darkness Inner-Outer Circle (Section II) De-brief

• I can analyze the impact of Joseph Conrad’s choices  regarding how to develop and relate

elements of the second section in Heart of Darkness (e.g., African setting, frame story,

characterization, etc.) through “level 2” question writing and discussion participation. (RL.11-

12.3)

Thursday: Poetry Analysis (“The White Man's Burden”)

• I can implement the TPCASST method to analyze “The White Man's Burden” by Rudyard Kipling.

(RL.11-12.4)

Friday: Multiple Choice Practice (Poetry - Sestina)

• I can answer Advanced Placement Literature multiple choice questions to display my ability to

comprehend “Sestina” by Elizabeth Bishop independently and proficiently. (RL..11-12.10)

Week 8: May 2nd – 6th

Monday: Independent Reading

• I can write routinely over a short time frame (a single sitting) for a range of tasks (argue,

summarize, define, identify, evaluate, characterize, or create) based on reading material I

choose. (W.11-12.2)

Tuesday: Heart of Darkness Inner/Outer Circle (Section III), MWDS Check

• I can analyze the impact of Joseph Conrad’s choices  regarding how to develop and relate

elements of the first section in Heart of Darkness (e.g., African setting, frame story,

characterization, etc.) through “level 2” question writing and discussion participation. (RL.11-

12.3)

Wednesday: Last-Minute Exam Tips, Tricks, and Discussion

• I can prepare to produce clear and coherent writing appropriate to essay prompts for AP scorers

on the exam. (W.11-12.4)

Thursday: AP Exam

• I can produce clear and coherent writing appropriate to essay prompts for AP scorers on the

exam. (W.11-12.4)

Friday: Exam De-brief Discussion

• I can reflect on writing towards AP essay prompts through discussion and analysis of specific

prompts (text-based and open). (W.11-12.4)

Week 9: May 9th – 13th

Monday: Independent Reading 

• I can write routinely over a short time frame (a single sitting) for a range of tasks (argue,

summarize, define, identify, evaluate, characterize, or create) based on reading material I

choose. (W.11-12.2)

Tuesday:  Final Essay Introduction (begin Apocalypse Now?)

• I can respond to a task, identifying important information from two sources (Heart of Darkness

by Joseph Conrad and “The White Man's Burden” by Rudyard Kipling) which will be useful in

addressing essential questions about how writers present imperialism. 

4



AP English Literature and Composition

Syllabus

Wednesday: Apocalypse Now

• I can interpret Apocalypse Now as an Imperialism narrative. (SL.11-12.2)

Thursday: Apocalypse Now

• I can identify multiple common themes between Apocalypse Now and Heart of Darkness. (SL.11-

12.2)

Friday: Note-taking and Essential Vocabulary for Apocalypse Now, Heart of Darkness, and “The White

Man's Burden”

• I can strategically select source information from Apocalypse Now, Heart of Darkness, and “The

White Man's Burden” to support a unique thesis statement.(W.11-12.8)

Week 10: May 16th – 20th

Monday: Independent Reading

• I can write routinely over a short time frame (a single sitting) for a range of tasks (argue,

summarize, define, identify, evaluate, characterize, or create) based on reading material I

choose. (W.11-12.2)

Tuesday: Imperialism Essay Thesis Check, Outline for Homework

• I can establish a strong controlling idea based on evidence that I have deemed appropriate to the

task of comparing author's views of imperialism in Apocalypse Now, Heart of Darkness, and “The

White Man's Burden.” (W.11-12.1)

Wednesday: Imperialism Essay Rough Draft Due on Turnitin.com

• I can introduce a precise and knowledgeable claim and develop that claim into a thorough draft

of a college level analysis paper that integrates Apocalypse Now, Heart of Darkness, and “The

White Man's Burden.” (W.11-12.1)

Thursday: Peer-Mark Day

• I can use Turnitin to produce, share, edit, and revise my individual writing project which

integrates Apocalypse Now, Heart of Darkness, and “The White Man's Burden.” (W.11-12.6)

Friday: Peer-Mark Day

• I can use Turnitin to produce, share, edit, and revise my individual writing project which

integrates Apocalypse Now, Heart of Darkness, and “The White Man's Burden.” (W.11-12.6)

Week 11: May 23 – 27th

Monday: Independent Reading 

• I can write routinely over a short time frame (a single sitting) for a range of tasks (argue,

summarize, define, identify, evaluate, characterize, or create) based on reading material I

choose. (W.11-12.2)

Tuesday: Final Imperialism Essay Due on Turnitin.com.

• I can use Turnitin to produce, share, edit, and revise my individual writing project which

integrates Apocalypse Now, Heart of Darkness, and “The White Man's Burden.” (W.11-12.6)

Wednesday: Imperialism Essay Recitation

• I can present my Imperialism Essay and evaluate the Imperialism Essay of my peers. (SL.11-12.4)

Thursday: Imperialism Essay Recitation

• I can present my persuasive Imperialism Essay and evaluate the Imperialism Essays of my peers.

(SL.11-12.4)

Friday: Imperialism Essay Recitation

• I can present my Imperialism Essay and evaluate the essays of my peers. (SL.11-12.4)
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Grading

• 30% Participation: discussion, positive classroom preparation, participation, and presence

• 30% Writing: prove it essays, research essays, etc.

• 20% Assignments: homework, projects, organizers, etc. 

• 20% Tests and Quizzes: assigned and impromptu assessments 

Additional Information  

• Turning In Assignments: Everything you give me must be clearly labeled with: 

• First and last name

• Date

• Class (ex: 4th Period English IVA)

• Late Work: I will accept late work, excepting the last two weeks of the trimester, as long as it is

attached to a completed “Late Work Cover Sheet.”  

• Extra Credit: I will accept extra credit, excepting the last two weeks of the trimester, according to

the attached guidelines and cover sheets. 

• Final exams will be worth 10% of your total course grade, outside of the grade break-down

above. If you think you are exempt from my exam, it is your responsibility to prove it. 

• After an Absence

• Tests and quizzes that cannot be taken alone at home must be made up on 

Monday after school. 

• You have exactly the number of days that you were absent to turn in missed 

work. 

• All make-up work to be graded must be turned in with a “Make-up Work Cover

Sheet.”

Materials
Without the following materials, you will be unlikely to experience success in this class. Bring our unit

text(s), notebook paper, pen/pencil, and assignments to class each day.  Additionally, please make sure

you have the following:

• Agenda

• Signed AUP

• Kenton County Public Library card

• Flash Drive (Save every digital assignment on your flash drive and at least one other location.)

• Access to a computer with internet capabilities

• Access to Infinite Campus and School Email

• Printed copies of Late Work Cover Sheet, Make-Up Work Cover Sheet, and Extra Credit Cover

Sheet

Classroom Rules

1. Show respect. Respect me, yourself, your classmates, any visitors to the classroom, and all of the

property/space around you.

2. Be present. Be in your assigned seat when class begins, ask before you leave the room, and

remain in the classroom in your seat until the bell rings. 

3. Listen. Listen with undivided attention when I speak or when another student has the floor. 

Obviously, all school rules listed in your agenda and your Code of Conduct will be strictly enforced,

including the stuff about food, cell phones, dress code, etc. 
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Gifted and Talented

Students who have been identified as Gifted and Talented in the area(s) of Creativity, Language Arts,

Leadership, or General Intelligence have the following service options. 

• Differentiation- Individual Study

• Differentiation-Cluster Grouping

• Enrichment Services- After School

Acknowledgement  (sign and return)

I have read and understood this syllabus, the district code of conduct, and Scott High School’s Student

Agenda and discipline code.

___________________________ ___________________________

Student Name (print) Parent/Guardian Name (print)

___________________________ ____________________________

Student Signature Parent/Guardian Signature

*The following attached documents are cover sheets for students who would like to turn in make-up work, late work, or extra

credit. 
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Late Work Cover Sheet

(You must attach this sheet to any assignment that you still want to turn in after the due date has passed, unless you

were absent on the day that it was due. You will lose 10% per day until your assignment is only worth 50% of the

original grade.)

Name:                                                                                                   Original Grade (for teacher completion): 

Class Period:                                                                                              New Grade (for teacher completion):   

Assignment Title:

Assignment Due Date:

Today's Date:

Reason for Late Turn-In Date:                

      Late Work Cover Sheet 

(You must attach this sheet to any assignment that you still want to turn in after the due date has passed, unless you

were absent on the day that it was due. You will lose 10% per day until your assignment is only worth 50% of the

original grade.)

Name:                                                                                                   Original Grade (for teacher completion): 

Class Period:                                                                                              New Grade (for teacher completion):   

Assignment Title:

Assignment Due Date:

Today's Date:

Reason for Late Turn-In Date:                      

Late Work Cover Sheet 

(You must attach this sheet to any assignment that you still want to turn in after the due date has passed, unless you

were absent on the day that it was due. You will lose 10% per day until your assignment is only worth 50% of the

original grade.)

Name:                                                                                                   Original Grade (for teacher completion): 

Class Period:                                                                                              New Grade (for teacher completion):   

Assignment Title:

Assignment Due Date:

Today's Date:

Reason for Late Turn-In Date:                      

Late Work Cover Sheet 

(You must attach this sheet to any assignment that you still want to turn in after the due date has passed, unless you

were absent on the day that it was due. You will lose 10% per day until your assignment is only worth 50% of the

original grade.)

Name:                                                                                                   Original Grade (for teacher completion): 

Class Period:                                                                                              New Grade (for teacher completion):   

Assignment Title:

Assignment Due Date:

Today's Date:

Reason for Late Turn-In Date:                      
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Make-Up Work Cover Sheet 

(You must attach this sheet to any assignment that you are turning in as make-up work because of an excused

absence.)

Name:

Class Period:

Assignment Title:

Assignment Due Date:

Absence Date(s): 

Today's Date: 

Make-Up Work Cover Sheet 

(You must attach this sheet to any assignment that you are turning in as make-up work because of an excused

absence.)

Name:

Class Period:

Assignment Title:

Assignment Due Date:

Absence Date(s): 

Today's Date: 

Make-Up Work Cover Sheet 

(You must attach this sheet to any assignment that you are turning in as make-up work because of an excused

absence.)

Name:

Class Period:

Assignment Title:

Assignment Due Date:

Absence Date(s): 

Today's Date: 

Make-Up Work Cover Sheet 

(You must attach this sheet to any assignment that you are turning in as make-up work because of an excused

absence.)

Name:

Class Period:

Assignment Title:

Assignment Due Date:

Absence Date(s): 

Today's Date: 
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Extra Credit*

Students in this class may receive up to 30 points extra credit from the following activities. It is possible that this

will be the only extra credit offered all trimester. 

Option #1: Cultural Event (up to 15 points)

Description: Attend a cultural event, and type a 2-page, double-spaced reaction piece based on your personal

experience. This will most likely be a play, concert, or other type of performance. Sports performances can be

enriching, and are a great way to participate in your local community, but will not, for the purpose of this class,

count as “cultural events.” If you want to go outside the box, think along the following lines: listen to a story-teller

at your library, participate in a hands-on demonstration at a craft fair, go to a square-dance at a church, see a new

exhibit at a museum, lead or participate in a book club meeting, or go to a poetry-reading at a coffee-shop. 

Checklist: 

____/1 Name of Event: ________________

____/1 Teacher Approval: ________________________ (This is where your teacher’s signature goes, ensuring that

you checked the event with her first.)

____/1 Date: 

____/1 Time:

____/1Proof: must be attached (Attach a ticket from the event, a program from the event, or a picture of yourself

at the event.)

____/10 Paper: 2-page, double-spaced reaction piece, attached, in which you answer the following questions:

(Organize your response however you like, but please communicate clearly.)

• Why did you choose to attend this event?

• What were your expectations? What did you think the event would be like? Did you expect to enjoy it

and/or learn from it? Why or why not?

• Is this something that you would normally attend, or was it outside of your regular routine? 

• Would you attend an event like this again? Why or why not? 

• What, if anything, did you learn and/or gain from this experience? How did this experience give you a new

perspective? 

• What were some positive and negative aspects of your experience? You should be able to name both. 

*Please indicate here where you want your extra credit to go here: _______________

PLEASE READ: In order to get any credit at all, every component of this extra credit assignment must be turned in

together within two weeks of the event itself. This means if one part of the checklist above is missing, do not

bother turning in the assignment. You must turn in this cover-sheet, signed in advance, along with a hard-copy of

your proof, and your typed 2-page report.
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Extra Credit*

Option #2: Volunteer Experience (up to 15 points)

Description: Volunteer in some way, and type a 2-page, double-spaced reaction piece based on your personal

experience. Many local organizations are in need of your help. Think along the following lines: homeless shelters,

soup kitchens, churches, libraries, arts centers, museums, hospitals. If you want to go outside the box, make your

own volunteer work. Read to and/or play with a little sibling or a local youngster. You must volunteer for at least 2

hours (not necessarily consecutively). 

Checklist: 

____/1 Name of Event: ________________

____/1 Teacher Approval: ________________________ (This is where your teacher’s signature goes, ensuring that

you checked the work with her first.)

____/1 Date(s): 

____/1 Time(s):

____/1Proof: must be attached (Get a signature as well as a phone number for an adult who can verify your

work.)

Signature: _______________

Phone Number: _______________

____/10 Paper: 2-page, double-spaced reaction piece, attached, in which you answer the following questions:

(Organize your response however you like, but please communicate clearly.)

• Why did you choose to volunteer in this way?

• What were your expectations? What did you think this work would be like? Did you expect to enjoy it

and/or learn from it? Why or why not?

• Is this something that you would normally do, or was it outside of your regular routine? 

• Would you volunteer in this way again? Why or why not? 

• What, if anything, did you learn and/or gain from this experience? How did this experience give you a new

perspective? 

• What were some positive and negative aspects of your experience? You should be able to name both. 

*Please indicate here where you want your extra credit to go here: _______________  

PLEASE READ: In order to get any credit at all, every component of this extra credit assignment must be turned in

together within two weeks of the work itself. This means if one part of the checklist above is missing, do not

bother turning in the assignment. You must turn in this cover-sheet, signed in advance, along with a signature and

phone number of an adult who can verify your work, and your typed 2-page report.
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