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Obama: Climate Talks Progressing With China 

But Deal May Be Out of Reach  

President Obama, struggling to find some success at a choatic Copenhagen climate conference, reported 
progress in talks with Chinese Premier Wen Jiaboa on Friday -- but warned that the U.S. is prepared to 
walk away rather than accept a 'hollow victory." 

COPENHAGEN — President Obama, struggling to find some success at a choatic Copenhagen climate 
conference, reported progress in talks with Chinese Premier Wen Jiaboa on Friday -- but warned that the 
U.S. is prepared to walk away rather than accept a 'hollow victory." 

Obama sought to cobble together a global agreement on climate change Friday, even though he seemed 
to acknowledge a meaningful deal was out of reach. 

GOP lawmakers attending the Copenhagen summit said he can't work his "magic" if third-world 
countries are unwilling to cooperate. 

Without mentioning China specifically, Obama addressed Beijing's resistance to making its emissions-
reduction pledges subject to international review. 

"I don't know how you have an international agreement where we all are not sharing information and 
making sure we are meeting our commitments," Obama told representatives of the 193 nations in 
attendance. "That doesn't make sense. It would be a hollow victory." 

Following his remarks, Obama met with Wen for almost an hour, and "made progress" in discussions 
toward a climate agreement, a White House official told the Wall Street Journal.  The official reportedly 
said the administration had hoped a deal could be reached Friday. 

Wen told delegates that China's voluntary targets of reducing its carbon intensity by 40 to 45 percent 
will require "tremendous efforts." 

"We will honor our word with real action," Wen said. 

The Chinese Premier had skipped a high-level meeting of 20 nations earlier in the day, sending an envoy 
instead.   

Obama, seemingly acknowledging failure by referring to an emerging political deal as a "framework" 
rather than an "agreement," admitted the wide divide that exists between the world's haves and have-nots 
meant that "no country would get everything that it wants." 

But House Republican lawmakers attending the summit on Friday said no viable agreement can be 
reached if third-world countries are not transparent, and stressed that "no deal is better than a bad deal." 

"I respect the president -- it's not his fault that he couldn't work his personal magic," said Rep. Joe 
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Barton, R-Texas and ranking member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee. 

"The goals (of the countries), if they're not irreconcilable, they're almost that," he said during a press 
conference with reporters. 

"I don't think anything beneficial is going to come from this conference," added Rep. John Sullivan, R-
Okla., who said no agreement should be drawn from what he called "corrupt" scientific data. 

Seeking to quell dissatisfaction with the current deal — which calls for the world's wealthier nations to 
transfer about $30 billion over the next three years to developing countries to help them cope with the 
effects of climate change, increasing to about $100 billion a year by 2020 — Obama said: "There are 
those developing countries that want aid with no strings attached, and who think that the most advanced 
nations should pay a higher price. And, there are those advanced nations who think that developing 
countries cannot absorb this assistance, or that the world's fastest-growing emitters should bear a greater 
share of the burden. 

"But here is the bottom line: we can embrace this accord, take a substantial step forward, and continue to 
refine it and build upon its foundation," he said, clearly showing frustration over his administration's 
apparent inability to provide a stage from which it could declare a significant victory — and world 
leadership — in the battle against the effects of climate change. 

Following his address, Obama met with leaders from a host of small nations, including Bulgarian Prime 
Minister Boyko Borisov, Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki, Czech Republic Prime Minister Jan Fischer 
and Georgia President Mikheil Saakashvili. The president also spoke with Canadian Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper and Israeli President Shimon Peres during the afternoon luncheon, according to the 
White House. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton arrived Thursday with the proposed political agreement, which a 
leader of the developing nations bloc, Lumumba Di-Aping of Sudan, called "weak." 

"There's nothing ambitious in this text," Di-Aping said. 

"It's a political statement, but it isn't a lot," said Chinese delegate Li Junhua. 

The deal also called for continued negotiations on targets for emission cuts, with a deadline of a climate 
conference in Mexico City in December 2010. 

United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon, struggling to put a positive spin on a chaotic 
conference that revealed just how far apart nations are on the issue of climate change, told negotiators 
that "the finishing line is in sight," reminding them that "the world is watching." 

Brazilian President Luiz Lula da Silva — speaking immediately before Obama — told the joint session 
of negotiators how frustrated he was that the job was left to heads of state after talks ran into the wee 
hours Friday. 

"I am not sure if such an angel or wise man will come down to this plenary and put in our minds the 
intelligence that we lacked," Lula said. "I believe in God. I believe in miracles." 

Swedish Environment Minister Andreas Carlgren indicated that Obama and the other world leaders were 
hard pressed to come away from Copenhagen with any kind of agreement. 
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"It is now up to world leaders to decide," said, Carlgren. 

For Obama, how this political deal is judged depends on expectations. 

SUCCESS 
--The U.S., which did not sign the Kyoto Protocol, is on the bandwagon to stop global warming and 
combat climate change. 

--China, which has never been truly transparent about domestic numbers, from GDP to fertility, has 
agreed to accept independent verification of their promised emission reductions. 

--The world's poorest nations, those in Africa and Pacific Islands, will receive $100 billion a year to 
build sea walls, fight deforestation and treat malaria. 

FAILURE 
--Pledged emissions reductions fall short of what climatologists say is necessary avert a climate disaster. 
Reductions equal about 18 percent, when the science says 25 to 40 percent is needed to keep global 
temperature increases below 2 degrees Celsius. 

--The emission targets are not legally binding, and any reductions made by the European Union and U.S. 
will be offset by gains in fast-growing India and China. 

--The U.S. deal hinges on passage of a Cap and Trade bill in Congress, which by some estimates could 
saddle American ratepayers with higher energy prices ranging from $1,300 to $7,000 a year. 

But the clock is ticking in Copenhagen and Obama appeared determined not to leave without some kind 
of evidence to show that his administration's efforts leading up to his arrival were not in vain. 

Upon his arrival Friday morning, Obama immediately changed his schedule and held closed-door talks 
with 19 other world leaders to try to work out a last-minute agreement. 

But French President Nicolas Sarkozy, speaking after the unscheduled meeting with Obama and the 
other leaders, said progress in the climate talks was being held back by China. 

Obama spokesman Robert Gibbs said the U.S. president met with world leaders from China and Russia, 
both seen as key participants in the climate talks, as well as the heads of state from wealthy nations like 
Australia, the United Kingdom, France and Germany and those from developing countries like Ethiopia, 
Bangladesh and Colombia. 

"Most of the leaders are still working out to produce a meaningful agreement to be adopted," Japanese 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Kazuo Kodama said. 

Any agreement was expected, at best, to envision emissions-cutting targets for rich nations and billions 
for poor countries, but fall well short of the goal of a legally binding pact. If the political deal is done, it 
would still be seen by many as a setback, following two years of intense negotiations to agree on new 
emissions reductions and financial support for poorer nations. 

Clinton's announcement that Washington would press the world to come up with a climate aid fund 
amounting to $100 billion a year by 2020, was quickly followed by an offer from China to open its 
reporting on actions to reduce carbon emissions to international review. 
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That issue — money to help poor nations cope with climate change and shift to clean energy — seemed 
to be where negotiators at the 193-nation conference could claim most success. 

Pollution cuts and the best way to monitor those actions remained unresolved. And negotiators also 
didn't come to an agreement on an important procedural issue — just what legal form a future deal 
would take. 

Yvo de Boer, the U.N.'s top climate official, said early Friday that a political declaration needed to 
include a deadline for agreeing on a replacement for the Kyoto Protocol, whose modest emission cuts 
for 37 industrialized nations expire in 2012. The U.S. rejects Kyoto and would be covered by a separate 
eventual agreement. 

"You can reach an agreement here that sets out major political contours, a long-term goal, targets for 
industrialized countries, engagement by major developing countries, financing," he told The Associated 
Press. "But people will want to see a clear deadline that turns that into a legally binding instrument." 

The visit is not without risks for Obama. On the left, critics will say his targets are not aggressive 
enough and carbon offset projects in developing nations could limit the right of indigenous people to 
their native lands. 

On his right, critics will say the so called "cap and tax" bill will put U.S. businesses at a competitive 
disadvantage to those in China and India, and more manufacturers are likely to offshore their 
production. In climate circles, the term is "leakage" — that high-polluting industries will avoid the costs 
of carbon taxes by relocating to countries where there are no limits. 

Is this the legally binding, landmark accord many environmentalists hoped for? No. But is much more 
than they had two days ago. 

As with many of these deals, the real economic pain is postponed, in all likelihood until the president 
has left office. The $100 billion global relief fund comes from many sources, public and private, and 
may include monies already allocated elsewhere. Still, American taxpayers will pay more than their fair 
share, and at a time when many don't feel climate change is the nation's No. 1 priority. 

Fox News' Major Garrett, William La Jeunesse and The Associated Press contributed to this report. 
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