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Contact Information 

Shannon Henson 

Room 129 

Email: shannon.henson@kenton.kyschools.us 

Website: http://mrshenson.wordpress.com (Students may need to check the course website 

frequently. Class updates are posted often. Checking the website is important for excused or unexcused 

absences, in order for students to be prepared for their next class.) 

Extra Availability: Monday 2:45 – 3:45 in Room 110 (Obviously, I will be available during class every day 

for questions and short conferences, but students or parents who need to discuss individual grades or 

other issues with me should either do so through email, which I check daily, or through a visit after school 

on Monday. Visits need not be scheduled in advance. I will stay weekly for any student who needs me. 

This will also be the only time outside of our scheduled class meetings during which I am available for 

one-on-one instruction as well as administration of make-up tests/quizzes.) 

 

Course Components 

The following broad standards, set by the Common Core State Standards Initiative, will guide our studies 

this year. (To see all Common Core Standards in English, and how these broad standards apply specifically 

to Grade 9, see the “About” page of the course website.)  

 

Reading 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 

specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 

supporting details and ideas. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a 

text. 

Craft and Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, 

connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or 

tone. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions 

of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7.  Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and 

quantitatively, as well as in words. 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 

reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or 

to compare the approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 
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Writing 

Text Types and Purposes 

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 

reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information 

clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 

well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 

new approach. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and 

collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, 

demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and 

accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

 

Units of Study and Schedule 

 Students in Read 180 will move through several thematic units throughout the course of the 

entire year. This class is 90 minutes every day and is based heavily on routine. Our daily breakdown will be 

as follows. 

20 Minutes: Whole-Group Instruction – We will begin class together every day focusing on our current 

theme and reading passage.  

60 Minutes: Small-Group Rotation – Students will spend 20 minutes at each station (Modeled and 

Independent Reading, Small-Group Instruction, and Instructional Software). 

10 Minutes: Whole-Group Wrap-Up – Students will come back together as a group for discussions, exit 

assignments, and clarification regarding the day’s reading passage(s) and activities. 

 

Grading 

• 10%  Homework 

• 40% Tests 

• 20% Quizzes 

• 30% Class Work 
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Additional Information   

• Turning In Assignments: Everything you give me (really, EVERYTHING) must be clearly labeled 

with:  

• First and last name 

• Date 

• Class (ex: 4
th

 Period English IVA) 

• Graded Assignments 

• I will hand graded work back periodically and as promptly as possible. 

• If you have questions about your grades, please check Infinite Campus. If you still have 

questions, please contact me in the manner described above under “Contact Information.” 

• Late Work: I will accept late work (excepting the last five school days of the trimester), as long as 

it is attached to a complete “Late Work Cover Sheet.” You will get four of these cover sheets on 

the first day of the course, and you can access more on the “Documents” page of the course 

website.  

•  You will lose 20% of the credit for any given assignment each school day until it is only      

worth 20% of the original credit. Examples. . .  

•  Assignments turned in on time can earn 100%.  

• Assignments turned in one day late can earn 80%.  

• Assignments turned in two days late can earn 60%.  

• Assignments turned in three days late can earn 40%.  

• After three days, your assignment is only worth 20%, no matter when you turn 

 it in.  

• After an Absence 

• Tests and quizzes that cannot be taken alone at home must be made up on Monday 

after school. This means you cannot miss what we are doing in class on one day to make 

up a test that we took on a day you missed. (I understand that you will need to plan in 

advance for this. Please try to make up tests/quizzes on the first Monday after you 

miss.) 

• Understand that high grades and good attendance are highly correlated. In-class work 

comprises a significant portion of your grade. Therefore, in most cases, poor attendance 

will result in poor grades. 

• You have exactly the number of days that you were absent to turn in missed work.  

• All make-up work to be graded must be turned in with a make-up work cover sheet. You 

will get five hard copies, and the forms will be available on the “Documents” page of our 

class website.  

 

Materials 

Bring notebook paper, pen/pencil, and assignments to class each day.  Additionally, please make sure you 

have the following: 

• Agenda—You will not be allowed to leave class without it. 

• Signed AUP—You will not be given credit for computer assignments if this is not on file. 

• Kenton County Public Library card—This is necessary to access databases for research. 

• Printed copies of Late Work Cover Sheet, Make-Up Work Cover Sheet, and Extra Credit Cover 

Sheet 

 



Read 180 

Syllabus 

Henson 

 

4 

 

 

Classroom Rules 

1. Show respect. Respect me, yourself, your classmates, any visitors to the classroom, and all of the 

property/space around you. 

• This means sitting up with your eyes open engaged in course material. It means showing your 

focus by having your purse, bag, or math book under your desk. It means committing to learning 

by refraining from eating candy, drinking Gatorade, playing games on your iPod, or putting on 

make-up. It's hard. I know. But we can do it.  

2. Be present. Be in your assigned seat when class begins, ask before you leave the room, and 

remain in the classroom in your seat until the bell rings.  

3. Listen. Listen with undivided attention when I speak or when another student has the floor.  

Obviously, all school rules listed in your agenda and your Code of Conduct will be strictly enforced, 

including the stuff about food, cell phones, dress code, etc. (Yup. I'm one of those. Be warned . . . ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgement  (sign, detach, and return) 

I have read and understood this syllabus, the district code of conduct, and Scott High School’s Student 

Agenda and discipline code. 

 

___________________________   ___________________________ 

Student Name (print)     Parent/Guardian Name (print) 

 

___________________________   ____________________________ 

Student Signature     Parent/Guardian Signature 

 

___________________________   ____________________________ 

Student school email (print)    Parent/Guardian email (print) 


