
Writing Skills Bell-ringer #1:  The Big 3The Big 3The Big 3The Big 3  

Persuasive Letter Lead 

 

Every good writing piece should begin with a lead paragraph that includes these three things:  

1.  A Context sentence that orients the reader to the general subject/issue.  This sentence demonstrates clear awareness of the specific audience from the prompt, is 

written in the form suggested by the prompt (letter, article, speech, editorial) and includes key words regarding the main issue from the prompt. 

2. An Assertion sentence that clearly states the writer’s main point/view/opinion in response to the prompt.  This sentence clearly states the writers view, or main idea 

concisely serves as the anchor for the entire piece. 

3. A Thesis sentence that clearly states two to three “chunky” reasons why the writer’s assertion is correct/useful/interesting.  This sentence clearly states 2-3 ideas (not 

details) that indicate how the writer plans to prove/support his or her assertion.   

 

Consider this prompt:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, read this student’s lead paragraph in response to the prompt: 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on the Big 3Big 3Big 3Big 3 concepts, what did this student do well?   Based on the Big 3Big 3Big 3Big 3 concepts, what does this student need to do to improve his lead? 

A. He wrote in the correct form and included a two- point thesis   A. Write in speech form 

B. He wrote in the correct form and made a clear assertion    B. Write to the editor of the paper 

C. He wrote to a specific audience and included a one point thesis   C. Add a clear two-point thesis 

D. He wrote to a specific audience and included many specific details   D. Add more key words from the prompt 

 

On the back of this page fix/rewrite this student’s lead so that it includes all parts of the Big 3Big 3Big 3Big 3    and starts him on the way to an excellent piece. 

OR. . .OR. . .OR. . .OR. . .    

On the back of this page write your own three sentence lead from scratch that includes all parts of the Big 3Big 3Big 3Big 3    and surpasses the quality of the student response above.  

 

 

 

 

Situation: 

Current issues affect our world, our environment, our community, our school, and our families. These issues can include government policies, 

scientific research, pollution, hunger, and rising prices, but many people do not seem concerned. To promote public awareness about these 

issues the local newspaper is seeking input. 
Writing Task: 

Select one current issue that you feel people should be concerned about. Write a letter to the readers of the local newspaper regarding this 

issue. Support your position with specific reasons why the readers should be concerned about this issue. 

Dear Readers,  

Many current issues affect our world, whether it be in a minor or major way.  It seems that the public is aware of many of these issues 

but to what extent?  Is everyone aware of the potential dangers we as worldly citizens are facing?  Most likely not.  Out of these many current 

issues, I believe the one likely to affect us most is war. 



Writing Skills Bell-ringer #2:  The Big 3The Big 3The Big 3The Big 3  

Narrative Article Lead 

 

Every good writing piece should begin with a lead paragraph that includes these three things:  

1.  A Context sentence that orients the reader to the general subject/issue.  This sentence demonstrates clear awareness of the specific audience from the prompt, is 

written in the form suggested by the prompt (letter, article, speech, editorial) and includes key words regarding the main issue from the prompt. 

2. An Assertion sentence that clearly states the writer’s main point/view/opinion in response to the prompt.  This sentence clearly states the writers view, or main idea 

concisely serves as the anchor for the entire piece. 

3. A Thesis sentence that clearly states two to three “chunky” reasons why the writer’s assertion is correct/useful/interesting.  This sentence clearly states 2-3 ideas (not 

details) that indicate how the writer plans to prove/support his or her assertion.   

 

Consider this prompt:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For each lead below, underline the context sentence(s), circle the assertion sentence(s) and double underline the thesis sentence(s).  Both leads may not have all three parts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on your analysis of both leads, which paragraph is better (Lead #1 or Lead #2)?  

 

Why is the paragraph you selected a better lead based on the Big 3? 

 

    

Situation: 

Not only do games have rules, but there are also rules of respect and safety at home and at school.  These rules help everyone understand what 

to do, how and when to do the activities, and how to be safe.  Think of a time that you needed to know the rules for an activity.  What 

happened?  Why were the rules important?  Could someone else learn from your experience?  Your school newspaper is running a series of 

first-person articles about lessons students have learned. 

Writing Task: 

In an article for your school newspaper, tell about a time when knowing the rules was important. 

Lead # 1       Rules Rule! 

Rules are everywhere—at the pool, at the mall, during sports, at school and at home.  Although most people complain about them, when I was 

playing in a baseball tournament during the summer of  6
th
 grade I learned just how important rules can be.  On that day rules saved me from 

serious injury, and now I truly appreciate what rules do for all of us every day.    

 

Lead #2       Follow the Rules! 

Why is following the rules important?  Have you ever been in a situation where knowing the rules was critical?  I have.   Based on the awful 

thing that happened to me last year I learned lots of things regarding the importance of rules in certain situations.  I hope you can learn from 

my situation, because without rules life would be pure chaos. 



On-Demand Writing Bell-ringer # 3:   Build a Great BodyBuild a Great BodyBuild a Great BodyBuild a Great Body 

Persuasive Editorial Body Paragraph 

 
As you learned from the first two on-demand bell-ringers, having an excellent lead paragraph with a clear context, assertion and thesis prepares you to produce an excellent 

piece.  Once you have written a good lead, the rest of your response will include two or three body paragraphs that explain and support your main idea.  To    build this    Great Great Great Great 

BodyBodyBodyBody    paragraph, you must pay close attention to the main point stated in the assertion sentence and to the two reasons stated in the thesis sentence.   

Consider this editorial lead:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is this speaker’s main point from the assertion sentence? 

What are the two reasons that support her main point from the thesis sentence? #1 

                           #2 

 

To write a Great BodyGreat BodyGreat BodyGreat Body     paragraph 

� focus on ONE thesis point  

� explain how your thesis point proves the main idea (assertion)  

� include examples for support  

Consider this speech body paragraph: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which thesis point is the focus of this paragraph? 

What Two examples does this writer use to prove/support her point?  

#1  

#2 

Now , consider this second speech body paragraph: 

 

 

  

Based on the criteria for a Great BodyGreat BodyGreat BodyGreat Body    paragraph (ONE thesis point supported and explained with at least TWO examples), figure out what’s missing in this paragraph and add it 

here.    

 

 

The Real Time Crunch 

The Kenton County School Board should consider every reasonable idea to improve our schools, but the proposal for a longer school day (7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) will not 

solve the real time crunch in our classrooms. Like me, most students in Kenton County Schools know  our biggest problem is how much  time gets wasted every day.  To 

improve our schools we don’t need a longer school day---we need more interesting activities and better technology in our classrooms. 

Just extending the school day to seven hours will not improve learning in our schools.  Providing students with more interesting activities during the six hours that we now 

spend in school will be much more effective.   For example, in many of my science classes we spend lots of time silently working on worksheets that are really boring and 

easy for most kids.  If we used that same amount of class time doing labs and testing the stuff the teachers taught us, we’d learn a lot more.  In my social studies class this 

year we do activities every day like debates and projects and never spend more than fifteen minutes taking notes or doing worksheets.  I’ve learned more social studies 

stuff this year than ever, and my scores on social studies common assessments have been awesome.  This just proves that having more class time will not make much of a 

difference for most kids--improving activities in our classes will.    

Upgrading the technology in our classrooms would also have a much bigger impact on how well students learn than extending the school day.  We need better computers 

and calculators and more Smartboards in our schools.  If we do this, students will be much more interested in learning all of their subjects. 



Writing Skills Bell-ringer # 4:  Revision with PrecisionRevision with PrecisionRevision with PrecisionRevision with Precision  

Informative Speech 

Below you will find a prompt and a complete student on-demand response.  On your own, silently read the student response and evaluate the lead and body paragraphs based 

on the criteria you learned in the first three bell-ringers (the criteria is also provided in text boxes on the right).  When you have finished  reading  the draft on your own, work 

with a partner to fix the problems you noted by marking directly on the student draft.  You may use the back of this page if you need additional space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

    

Situation: 

Read the following quotation:  “In spite of everything, I still believe that people are really good at heart.”—Anne Frank 

Writing Task: 

Write a speech to present to your peers informing them of the qualities exhibited by people who are “good at heart.” Support your response with details or examples. 

 

 

“In spite of everything, I still believe that people are really good at heart.” – Anne Frank 

     Keep in mind, my friends that this is the young girl who was sent to a horrible death.  Keep in mind 

that she was good at heart herself.  Also keep in mind that the “people” she was speaking of were the 

monsters who sent her to her death. Like Anne Frank, people in the Holocaust had no real reason to be 

good at heart, but they remained the same as they had always been.  This just shows that anything can 

occur at anytime, and despite how painful or how irritating the situation becomes, the people involved 

should do their best to remain good at heart. 

     

      You may ask, “How do I know someone is good at heart? Who is good at heart?” Many things can 

describe someone who is good at heart – they are responsible, caring, loving, kind, considerate, 

compassionate, the list goes on and on.  Not only do words describe these people, actions can as well.  

For example, you come home from a stressful day at school.  You begin to complain to a stressed parent.  

Then, after you have let off all your steam, you feel a pair of arms embrace you tightly with a hug.  Oh 

the joy of parents!  They have GOT to be good at heart – they put up with crazy teenagers for 18+ years!  

They love you no matter how silly you act or how angry you get, and that is one heck of a good-at-heart 

type of person. 

 

     Not only is family good at heart, you can find SOMEONE everyday anywhere you go.  Football 

players!  When some huge, psycho guy knocks the wind out of you then sticks out his hand to help you 

up, that’s good at heart.  You rebellious kids!  Some crazy teacher gives you a death stare in class then 

gets up on their soapbox to give the longest lecture known to man.  Isn’t he or she right down from that 

box helping you through that deadly homework assignment!  That’s good at heart. 

 

     I just wanted to share with you that people take this for granted all the time.  EVERYONE has 

someone that is good at heart who gives a shoulder to cry on, a laugh to share, and plenty of great 

advice.  But you have to give to receive.  Be the Anne Frank, the psycho football player, the evil teacher 

of your peers.  You never know when it might change someone’s life forever. 

A good lead paragraph includes these three things:  

• A Context sentence written to a specific audience  in 

the form suggested by the prompt responding to the 

main issue in the prompt 

• An Assertion sentence clearly stating the writer’s main 

point/view/opinion in response to the prompt  

• A Thesis sentence clearly stating two to three 

“chunky” reasons behind the writer’s assertion 

 

A great body paragraph includes these three things: 

• A focus on ONE thesis point from the lead paragraph 

• A clear explanation of how your thesis point 

proves/supports your assertion 

• Fully explained examples to back up your thesis point 


