
 

 

Teaching Task Rubric (Informational/Explanatory) 
ADVANCED 

Focus Addresses all aspects of prompt with a highly focused and detailed response. 

Reading/ Research Accurately presents and applies information relevant to prompt with effective 
selection of sources and details. L2 Addresses the credibility of sources and 
identifies uniquely salient sources. 

Controlling Idea Establishes a controlling idea that clearly states the purpose and/or addresses 
the task’s question. 

Development Presents detailed information in order to examine and convey complex topics 
or issues, answer questions, solve problems; identifies salient themes or 
features; concisely explains key information with salient details and connects 
relevant points among sources, where they agree and disagree. Identifies 
trend(s) in research to clarify topic and assesses any conclusions, 
implications, and consequences. *L2 Discusses in detail implication(s) 
relevant to the topic or issue. L3 Identifies and explains one or more 
significant gaps or unanswered questions about the topic. 

Organization Applies an effective structure to explain, convey, define, analyze, synthesize, 
compare, or explain cause/effect, problem/solution. 

Conventions Demonstrates a well-developed command of standard of English conventions 
and cohesion; employs language and tone appropriate to audience and 
purpose. (Bibliography has few errors and is in correct format.) 

MEETS EXPECTATIONS 
Focus Addresses prompt with a focused response 

Reading/Research Presents and applies information relevant to prompt with general accuracy 
and sufficient detail. L2 Addresses the credibility of sources. 

Controlling Idea Establishes a controlling idea that states the purpose and/or addresses the 
task’s question. 

Development Presents sufficient information in order to examine topics or issues, answer 
questions, solve problems; identifies salient themes or features; explains key 
information with sufficient detail. Identifies a trend in the research and 
discusses implications. *L2 Discusses relevant implications to topic. L3 
Identifies a gap or unanswered question. 

Organization Applies a generally effective structure to explain, examine, define, analyze, 
synthesize, compare, or explain cause/effect, or problem/solution. 

Conventions Demonstrates a command of standard English conventions and cohesion; 
employs language and tone appropriate to audience and purpose. 
(Bibliography has few errors; is in correct format.) 

NOT YET 
Focus Attempts to address prompt but lacks focus or is off-task. 

Reading/Research Attempts to present information relevant to task but may lack sufficient or 
relevant details. L2 Attempts to address the credibility of sources. 

Controlling Idea Controlling idea is weak and does not establish a purpose or address task’s 
question. 

Development Tends to retell rather than synthesize information with sufficient detail in order 
to examine topics or issues, answer questions, solve problems attempts or 
fails to explain key elements. *L2 Fails to discuss implications. L3 Fails to 
identify a relevant gap or unanswered question. 

Organization Applies an ineffective structure; text rambles or line of thought is 
disconnected. 

Conventions Demonstrates a weak command of standard English conventions; lacks 
cohesion; language and tone are inappropriate to audience and purpose. 
(Bibliography has several errors or is not in correct format.) 


