
Final Project Information Sheet                                                                English IV B 

Over the course of the next couple weeks, you will be working toward your final project of the 

term (PS: Your final English project of your high school career!). This sheet should be kept close to your 

heart over the course of the rest of the term; it is important for your reference as we complete the 

project. Here’s the overall (tentative) plan for the rest of the term: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grades to Expect 

• Essay grade: 100 points in the Writing part of you course grade.  

• Presentation grade: 96 points in the Final Exam part of your course grade. 

• Evaluation grades: 60 points in the Test part of your course grade.  

Project Requirements 

In pairs, you will present a 10-minute presentation during which you will present you analysis of sources 

from an assigned news category. 

Quick-reference requirement guide (see rubric for criteria):  

• 10 minutes 

• 4 pieces from different news sources 

• Equal contribution on all members’ parts 

• Professional dress during presentation 

• Evaluation essay—one of each member covering different articles 

• Professional PowerPoint 

• Implementation of professional presentation skills 

 

 

 

 

Monday                   Tuesday                        Wednesday                  Thursday                     Friday 

2/21                                    2/22                                     2/23                                     2/24                                        2/25 

No School!                               Lab to work on               Lab to work on                  Lab to work on  

                                                    Presentation                  Presentation                     Presentation  

2/23                                   3/1                                        3/2                                        3/3                                         3 /4   

Independent                        Library to work on           Presentations: Day 1           Presentations: Day 2      Presentations: Day 3 

Reading log Due                      Presentation                                                                                                             / final day of term   

 



Expectations: News Sources 

As a group, you must have four total sources. Two of these news sources must be hard-copy/printable 

sources, such as news articles from a website or newspaper. The ramaining two sources may be any of 

the following:  

� Video or audio news stories 

� Video or audio interviews 

The sources must come from the following locations 

� Cable News Network: www.cnn.com 

� Fox News Network: www.foxnews.com 

� Columbia Broadcasting System: www.chsnews.com 

� American Broadcastign Corporation: www.abcnews.com 

� Microsoft/NBC Universal: www.msnbc.com 

� New York Times: www.nytimes.com 

� National Public Radio: www.npr.org 

� The Washington Post, DC: www.washingtonpost.com 

� New York Daily News: www.nydailynews.com 

� USA Today: www.usatoday.com 

� The Wall Street Journal: www.wsj.com 

 

Expectations: Time-limit and organization 

Your presentation need to last ten minutes. Use the following guide to assist you in timeing and 

organizing your presentation: 

News Context: 1-2 minutes 

Source discussions: 1.5-2 minutes each, totaling 6-8 minutes 

Overall truths discussion/conclusion: 1-2 minutes 

Expectations: Preparedness and Contribution 

Each group member is expected to demonstrate their preparedness and contribution to the group on 

presentation day. Ways to demonstrate preparedness/contribution: 

• All group members contribute information to each source discussed on presentation day 

• All group members speak during all parts of the presentation on presentation day 

• No group member appears to have taken all of the roles from other group members.  

 



Expectations: Attire 

Each group member is required to dress professionally on presentation day. Dress as though this 

presentation is an interview for a high-paying job. To earn full credit for this portion of the assignment, 

men should wear a tie and suit jacket and women should wear a skirt or suit jacket. 

Expectations: Pauses and Transitions; PowerPoint 

During the presentation, be sure to use effective presentation skills. Practice using transitional phrases 

(just like you do in your writing!) and pausing instead of using words like “um” or “like.” Avoid 

introducing your project like this: “Our project was about…” or “We did ours on…” Try beginning with a 

hook to create interest within the audience- maybe an interesting fact about bias or persuasion or 

propaganda. Be creative! 

Additionally, be sure the PowerPoint  slides themselves are attractive, professional, and not wordy. The 

slides should guide you through the presentation- not become the main attraction. Be on the lookout 

for more information/examples to help with creating an effective and professional Powerpoint 

 

 

 

 

 



 

News Analysis Presentation 

English IVB 

Student Name:____________________________________ 

Date:                                                     Period:                                                                             -5 no rubric:      

CATEGORY Great! Good Average Lacking 

Source Information Student used four 

different relevant 

“articles” from four 

different approved news 

sources. Analysis is 

thorough, clearly 

explained and uses the 

vocabulary from the unit 

(18-24 points) 

Student used four 

different relevant 

“articles” from four 

different approved news 

sources. Student 

Communicated a clear 

analysis. (12-17 points) 

Student used three 

different relevant 

“articles” from four 

different approved news 

sources. The analysis 

should be more 

thorough. (6-11 points) 

Students used fewer than 

three different relevant 

“articles”. (0-5 points) 

PowerPoint Powerpoint is 

professional, meaning 

that it provides a guide 

for the student 

presentation but does not 

require the student’s 

attention and is appealing 

to the audience 

members’ eye. (18-24 

points) 

Student depends on the 

slides too much; slides 

are useful but sometimes 

unproffesional. (12-17 

points) 

Student reads from or 

speaks to the slides; 

visual aspect of 

presentation does not 

enhance the 

effectiveness thereof. (6-

11 points) 

Slides are distracting and 

are too wordy, causeing 

the student to read from 

the slides and the 

audience members 

confusion/ disinterest. (0-

5 points) 

Preparedness and 

Contribution 

Student is completely 

prepared and has 

obviously contributed to 

the group. (9-12 points) 

Student seems pretty 

prepared but might have 

needed a couple more 

rehearsals; student 

demonstrated that 

he/she carried less 

weight than their 

parner(s). (5-8 points) 

The student is somewhat 

prepared, but it is clear 

that was rehearsal was 

lacking; student clearly 

carried less weight than 

his/her partners. (3-5 

points) 

Student does not seem at 

all prepared to present; 

student did not 

demonstrate that he/she 

contributed to the 

presentation. (0-3) 

Time-Limit Presentation is 9-11 

minutes (9-12 points) 

Presentation is less that 9 

minutes but more that 7 

minutes long or is more 

than 11 minutes long. (5-

8 points) 

Presentaion is less than 7 

minutes but more than 5 

minutes long. (3-5 points) 

Presentation is less than 5 

minutes long. (0-3 points) 

Attire Business attire, very 

professional look. 

(interview-appropriate 

attire means a tie for men 

and a skirt or suit jacket 

for women.) (9-12 points) 

Casual business attire 

(khakis, polo, button-

down shirt w/o tie or 

jacket). (5-8 points) 

Casual business attire, 

but wore sneakers or 

jeans with a suit jacket. 

(3-5 points) 

General attire not 

appropriate for 

presentation (jeans, t-

shirt, shorts). (0-3 points) 

Pauses Pauses and transitions 

were used effectively to 

improve meaning and/or 

impact. (9-12 points) 

Pauses and transitions 

were effectively used on 

most occasions to 

improve meaning and/or 

meaning (5-8 points) 

Pauses and transitions 

were used but were not 

effective in improving 

meaning or impact. (3-5 

point) 

Pauses were not 

intentionally used. (0-3 

points) 

 

 

________/96 points 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 


