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Class:

Grade (for teacher use): _____/90

Independent Reading Log 

Purpose
This reading log is just for your weekly class reading time (30 minutes). This time is to be used reading

anything you choose. This can include, but is not limited to . . . 

� Assigned reading for English class

� Assigned reading for other classes

� Novels

� Magazines

� Printed web content

� Newspapers

� Comic books

� Short stories



Instructions (and More Choices) 
This assignment is about choice. You choose what you read, and then you choose how you reflect on

it with your writing. You must choose one of the following prompts for your 15 minute reflection

time . . . 

1. Argue: Choose an assertion that is made within the text. Once you have done that, choose

to either support or challenge that assertion using evidence in the text. Use multiple pieces

of evidence to support your opinion, and explain each example that you use. 

2. Summarize: Find the most important ideas, events, or information within what you read

today and summarize those ideas accurately in order of greatest to least importance.

Explain how you knew which ideas were most important, as well.

3. Define: Choose some words that were very difficult/challenging to understand. Using

context from your reading, explain what the words mean. Use the dictionary if you need to

do so. Is the meaning literal or figurative? Please also record the significance of the word

choice. What could the author have chosen, instead? Why do you think they chose this word

in particular? 

4. Evaluate: Did you enjoy what you read today? Why? Why not? How did you choose your

reading material for your time today? How will you choose reading material for your time in

the future? Explain your choice and your opinion thoroughly, giving relevant support from

the text and/or from your life. 

5. Identify: This one really only works for fiction or narrative/creative non-fiction – name the

main ideas or themes in the text and the details that support them. Explain your choice.

How do you know that these are the themes that the author meant to communicate? Use

evidence! 

6. Characterize: Here is another prompt that only works for fiction or narrative/creative non-

fiction –  choose a character (or two, or three) and analyze the traits, motivations, and

thoughts of that character by naming and explaining that character’s actions and words.

7. Create: Add on to what you read today. Attempt to copy the tone of the author. What

happens next? How? Where? Have fun with it! 



Log #: _____     Date: __________     Title and Author of Text: _________________________

Pages Read: _____ - _____     Prompt Name and Number: ________________________

Participation: Student fills out required information

accurately and writes for 15 minutes. 

_____/5

Understanding: Student demonstrates understanding

of the text and responds to the prompt in a meaningful

way. 
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Delivery: Student adheres to a high standard of clear

communication (usage, grammar, punctuation, etc.) 

_____/5

Total Points Earned _____/15
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