
Reading Comprehension Prose Passage #7 
Read the following passage carefully before you choose your answers. 

 

 

      To his patients he gave three-quarters of an 

 hour; and if in this exacting science which has to 

 do with what, after all, we know nothing 

 about – the nervous system, the human brain – a 

(5) doctor loses his sense of proportion, as a doctor 

he fails.  Health we must have; and health is pro- 

portion; so that when a man comes into your  

room and says he is Christ (a common delusion), 

and has a message, as they mostly have, and 

(10) threatens, as they often do, to kill himself, you 

invoke proportion; order rest in bed; rest in soli- 

tude; silence and rest; rest without friends, with- 

out books, without messages, six months’ rest; 

until a man who went in weighing seven stone 

(15) six
1
 comes out weighing twelve

2
. 

  Proportion, divine proportion, Sir William’s 

 goddess, was acquired by Sir William walking 

 hospitals, catching salmon, begetting one son in 

 Harley Street by Lady Bradshaw, who caught 

(20) salmon herself and took photographs scarcely to 

be distinguished from the work of professionals. 

Worshipping Proportion, Sir William not only 

prospered himself but made England prosper, 

secluded her lunatics, forbade childbirth, penal- 

(25) ised despair, made it impossible for the unfit to 

propagate their views until they, too, shared his 

sense of proportion – his, if they were men, 

Lady Bradshaw’s if they were women (she em- 

Broidered, knitted, spent four nights out of seven 

(30) at home with her son), so that not only did his 

colleagues respect him, his subordinates fear 

him, but the friends and relations of his patients 

felt for him the keenest gratitude for insisting  

that these prophetic Christs and Christesses, who 

(35) prophesied the end of the world, or the advent 

of God, should drink milk in bed, as Sir William 

ordered:  Sir William with his thirty years’ experi- 

ence of these kinds of cases, and his infallible 

instinct, this is madness, this sense; in fact, his 

(40) sense of proportion. 

  But Proportion has a sister, less smiling, more 

 formidable, a Goddess even now engaged – in 

 the heat and sands of India, the mud and swamp 

 of Africa, the purlieus of London, wherever in 

(45) short the climate or the devil tempts men to fall 

from the true belief which is her own – is even 

now engaged in dashing down shrines, smashing 

idols, and setting up in their place her own stern 

countenance.  Conversion is her name and she 

(50) feasts on the wills of the weakly, loving to 

impress, to impose, adoring her own features 

stamped on the face of the populace.  At Hyde  

Park Corner on a tub she stands preaching; 

shrouds herself in white and walks penitentially 

(55) disguised as brotherly love through factories and 

 
1 – 104 pounds 
2 – 168 pounds 

parliaments; offers help, but desires power; 

smites out of her way roughly the dissentient, or 

dissatisfied; bestows her blessing on those who, 

looking upward, catch submissively from 

(60) eyes the light of their own.  This lady too . . . had 

her dwelling in Sir William’s heart though con- 

cealed, as she mostly is, under some plausible 

disguise; some venerable name; love, duty, self- 

sacrifice.  How he would work – how toil to raise 

(65) funds, propagate reforms, initiate institutions! 

But Conversion, fastidious Goddess, loves blood 

better than brick, and feasts most subtly on the 

human will.  For example, Lady Bradshaw.  Fif- 

teen years ago she had gone under.  It was noth- 

(70) ing you could put your finger on; there had been 

no scene, no snap; only the slow sinking, water- 

Logged, of her will into his.  

 

1. The speaker’s attitude toward “Proportion” and 

        “Conversion” can best be described as one of  

(A) careful objectivity 

(B) intelligent respect 

(C) warm affirmation 

(D) elegant disdain 

(E) thoughtless contempt 

 

2. The effect of the phrases “(a common delusion),” “as 

they mostly have,” and “as they often do” (lines 8-10), is 

to 

(A) ridicule the doctor’s diagnosis of serious human 

problems 

(B) belittle the illnesses common to mankind 

(C) intensify the acuity and quality of the doctor’s skill 

(D) reveal the doctor’s bias against religious convictions 

(E) emphasize the foolishness of the doctor’s patients 

 

3. In lines 14-15, “a man who went in weighing seven 

stone six comes out weighing twelve,” the speaker 

suggests that the doctor’s patients 

(A) have benefited greatly from his medical skills 

(B) are not likely to suffer from delusions again 

(C) have gained weight in proportion to their improved 

health 

(D) are cured mentally but now suffer physical illness 

(E) have become heavier but not necessarily healthier 

 

4. Of the things mentioned in the first paragraph, which of 

the following would the speaker probably feel was the 

most essential to the recovery of one’s health? 

(A) Routine and religious faith 

(B) Solitude, rest, and silence 

(C) Friends, books, and messages 

(D) A doctor with a sense of proportion 

(E) A doctor with a good knowledge of the nervous 

system 

 

 

 



5. In the second paragraph, Lady Bradshaw is presented in 

terms that emphasize 

(A) the triviality of her accomplishments 

(B) her independence and self-interest 

(C) the gentle qualities appropriate for an aristocrat 

(D) her elegant style and gracious manners 

(E) the spirit of charity that motivates her 

 

6. The families of Sir William’s patients approved of his                  

treatments primarily because 

(A) they generally cured the patient without great cost 

(B) they were gentle and humane, requiring rest and 

good food 

(C) they silenced the patient and his alarming delusions 

(D) Sir William inspired everyone with confidence 

(E) Sir William’s record of cures was impressive  

 

7. Which of the following best defines “Proportion” as the 

term is used by the speaker in paragraph 2? 

(A) Humility and self-discipline 

(B) Cultivated artistic sensibilities 

(C) The size of things, relative to other things 

(D) Order imposed by authority 

(E) The development of a healthy mind and body 

 

8. Which of the following best describes the way in which 

Lady Bradshaw functions in paragraph 2? 

(A) A reflection of the vanities and values of her 

husband 

(B) A spokeswoman for the speaker’s opinion of  the 

doctor 

(C) A messenger from the goddess of proportion 

(D) A defender of her husband’s patients 

(E) An exception to the doctor’s scheme of orderly, 

sensible habits 

 

9. The chief characteristic of Sir William’s personality is 

(A) a marked capacity for charity 

(B) a weakness for the sentimental 

(C) a blinding self-righteousness 

(D) an irascible temper 

(E) a subtle perceptiveness 

 

10. Which of the following does the speaker imply about 

Lady Bradshaw’s personality? 

(A) It has flourished under her husband’s guidance. 

(B) It has remained firm and strong in spite of pressure 

to change 

(C) It has effectively humanized her husband’s 

personality. 

(D) It is in constant conflict with and slowly poisoning 

her husband’s personality. 

(E) It is a travesty of what it could have become. 

 

11. The chief characteristic of “Conversion” as portrayed in 

paragraph 3 is 

(A) a realistic humility and submissiveness 

(B) an unshakeable conviction of her own rightness 

(C) a radiant countenance and an air of holiness 

(D) a capacity to inspire self-sacrifice 

(E) an ability to survive and endure miserable 

conditions 

 

12. In lines 63-64, “love, duty, self-sacrifice” are best 

understood as 

(A) ideals that Lady Bradshaw preaches in Hyde Park 

(B) virtues abandoned long ago by society 

(C) political slogans used in fund-raising campaigns 

(D) masks that hide a willful ambition 

(E) the code of ethics that the upper middle class lives 

by 

 

13. Throughout the passage, the speaker uses Lady 

Bradshaw to illustrate the 

(A) source of Sir William’s self-confidence 

(B) dominance of women in Sir William’s life 

(C) similarity between Sir William’s two goddesses 

(D) effects of Sir William’s influence on others 

(E) sentimental aspects of Sir William’s nature 

 

14. Throughout the passage, the speaker alerts the reader to 

the contrast between 

(A) honesty and secretiveness 

(B) prosperity and power 

(C) intelligence and creativity 

(D) feeling good and doing good works 

(E) helpful guidance and insensitive domination 

 

15.  An important aspect of the style of this passage is the 

use of repetitive phrases that tend to hide the subject and 

verb, leading to a final resolution in the syntax that 

produces surprise. 

Which of the following best illustrates this aspect? 

(A) “until a man who went in weighing seven stone six 

comes out weighing twelve” (lines 14-15) 

(B) “. . . this is madness, this sense; in fact, his sense of 

proportion” (lines 39-40) 

(C) “Conversion is her name and she feasts on the wills 

of the weakly” (lines 49-50) 

(D) “concealed . . under. . . some venerable name; love, 

duty, self-sacrifice” (lines 61-64) 

(E) “Conversion . . . loves blood better than brick” 

(lines 66-67) 

 

16. Which of the following best describes the passage and its 

general theme? 

(A) A character analysis of two professional people 

which emphasizes the elements of idealism and 

selflessness that motivate them. 

(B) A special explication of the concepts of 

“proportion” and “conversion” as they are embodied 

in particular social classes. 

(C) A narrative treatment of the conflict inherent in the 

structure of social classes. 

(D) A logical analysis of the social ideals of 

“conversion” and “proportion” as they influence 

politics and religion. 

(E) A reasoned defense of personal values like 

“conversion” and “proportion” in the face of threats 

from unknown social forces.  


